FROM A FAITH PERSPECTIVE

Let the spirit guide us toward faithful citizenship

Richmond Shreve
Special to the Bucks County Courier Times

Columnist John Young recently
coined a term I wish I'd thought of —
mis-citizenship. It names a kind of civic
negligence that comes not from igno-
rance but from indifference: the habit of
treating democracy like a spectator
sport rather than a shared moral calling.
It’s not new, but it’s become more dan-
gerous as tribal loyalty displaces con-
science and truth.

Many faiths, including The Religious
Society of Friends (Quakers), hold that
integrity and truth-telling are not op-
tional virtues but spiritual imperatives.
Quaker testimonies are not partisan po-
sitions; they are ways of living our faith
in public. When leaders twist the truth,
or when citizens excuse falsehoods be-
cause “their side” benefits, the Light
that guides us all grows dim. Integrity is
often the first casualty when winning is
prioritized over seeking the truth.

Justice suffers the same wound. The
ideal of “freedom and justice for all” is
under strain. We see it not only when
peaple evade responsibility, but also
when the vast power of government is
turned into a weapon. When credible
charges of wrongdoing are met not with
honest defemse or contrition but with
diversionary attacks on the process it-
self, trust erodes. Yet when prosecutors
or politicians use that same system ma-
liciously to punish adversaries or to
stage political theater, the harm is
equally grave. The moral danger cuts
both ways.

Quakers have long believed that
equality before the law is sacred be-
cause there is that of God in everyone.
Justice demands humility — from those
who accuse, those who are accused, and
those who judge. The law must never
serve as a stage, a cudgel, or a prop. Its
purpose is not to subjugate and intimi-
date but to assure individuals equal pro-
tection of their rights. When the law be-

comes a tool for spectacle rather than
justice, the Light of fairness is eclipsed,
and the whole community suffers.
Community, too, is being tested. ITna
healthy community, we keep our ears
and hearts open to those who see things
from a different perspective. True com-
munity is not tribal; it is inclusive and
open. It draws strength from the diver-
sity of its members and their shared
commitment to seeking the greater
good together. The absence of authentic
community spirit is loyalty without con-
science — a tribal loyalty that is blind,
denying the truth when it is inconve-
nient. To be open to Divine guidance is
to be open to correction, to listen for that
still, small voice that may speak through
those we are least inclined to hear.
Faithful citizenship means focusing
on facts, fairness, and the Spirit guiding
us toward honesty and compassion.
Mis-citizenship, by contrast, is inatten-
tiveness: the willful closing of mind and
heart, unquestioning reliance on a soul-

less ideology. It is a spiritual slumber
that allow:s falsehood to pass for truth
and venge:ance to pass for justice.

The present moment tests not anly
our politics but our faith. Do we still be-
lieve that ftruth has power? Do we still
trust that integrity, quietly lived, can
prevail over cynicism and fear? Friends
have long known that the Inner Light
still shines in dark times. The challenge
is to keep our eyes open to the Light — in
our neighbwors, in our institutions, and in
ourselves.

To live as faithful citizens is to live as
Friends have always tried to live: with
courage, humility, and hope. The Light
still guides. The question is whether we
will pay attention.
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